
32  April 2008  Douglas

OFFICERS
PRESIDENT . . . . . . TERRY NELSON
VICE PRESIDENT  . ROBERT POAGE
SECRETARY  . . . . SHIRLEY CAIRNS
TREASURER . . . . . DICK MCHAFFIE
DIRECTOR  . . . . . . LARRY SHIPLEY
DIRECTOR  . . . . . . . . . . ROY ELLIS
DIRECTOR  . . . CAREY WEATHERLY

MANAGER
DAVE SABALA
541-673-6173

SUPERINTENDENT
TODD SHERWOOD

541-459-4801

OFFICE MANAGER
PAUL LEONARD

MEMBER SERVICES
TODD C. MUNSEY

DOUGLAS FASTNET
TODD WAY

OR-10

32  MARCH 2008  DOUGLAS

Mission Statement
“The mission of Douglas Electric
Cooperative, a member-owned
and operated cooperative, is to

provide affordable, reliable electric 
and other compatible services 
that enhance the quality of life 

for its members, using progressive
marketing in conjunction 
with sound financial and
management principles.”

Climate Change and Increasing Regulation

Dear Member,

We hear a lot about climate change, global warming, renewable portfolio
standards and greenhouse gases these days.

Some think that the electric power industry worldwide is a major
contributor to greenhouse gas production because of fossil fuel-burning
electricity generation plants, including coal plants.

Most of our power in the Northwest comes from clean, renewable
hydroelectric generation.  Douglas Electric Cooperative buys wholesale
power from the federal hydroelectric system marketed by the Bonneville
Power Administration.  However electricity demands in the Northwest soon
will exceed capacity, forcing us to find other generation resources.

Coal-fired power may be the most cost-effective resource to make up the
difference between electric loads and capacity.  But we're unsure about the
future of coal generation, given the climate change debate and uncertainty
about future regulations.

If coal plants are not built, natural gas-fired generation and, to some
degree, wind power will probably fill the gap.  But wind power is intermittent
and needs to be backed up with other generation - probably natural gas.  And
nuclear power has its own set of challenges.

So the climate change debate and future regulation of greenhouse gas
emissions makes future electric generation, sources and costs uncertain.  One
thing is certain:  to meet future growth, the Northwest will need to develop
other sources of generation. 

Douglas Electric Cooperative is a member of PNGC Power, who has
developed a climate change policy intended to guide us as we strive to meet
current and future load growth.  The policy encourages future energy
resources to be evaluated regarding diversity, reliability, efficiency and
economic and environmental sustainability. The goal is to retain the benefits
of the NW hydroelectric system while exploring other sustainable resources
for the future. We are working with PNGC Power to ensure that we have more
choice and more control over resource acquisition.

Best Regards,

Dave Sabala
General Manager
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Hydropower BiOp Approach Offers Real Hope
The current draft salmon plan from the federal action agencies was first 

delivered to Judge James Redden’s court in late October. It is due in final 
form, May 5. Even before the ink was dry on this draft of the hydropower 
Biological Opinion (BiOp), opponents of the federal hydro system called the 
latest salmon plan “more of the same.” 

This is disingenuous, disturbing and inconsistent with the facts. The 
new draft BiOp significantly advances our efforts—funded by ratepayers 
like you—to meet the needs of wild Northwest salmon and steelhead. 
However, some voices from the periphery seem unable—or unwilling—to 
acknowledge that progress is being made. 

One key difference and an important legacy of the Redden court is the 
fact the federal judge required the new salmon plan to be developed with 
much greater input from key regional shareholders: the four Northwest 
states, seven Indian tribes and the four responsible federal agencies. 

Another important improvement is that this plan takes detailed scientific 
information gathered at the watershed level and applies it to the problems 
facing fish as they migrate to and from the Pacific Ocean. This has resulted 
in a new scientific road map to address the critical bottlenecks in their 
recovery.

This plan also guarantees that substantial project funds will be spent 
where needed. More than $1.5 billion will be invested in improving already 
successful fish passage at dams, with survival rates expected to be in the 96 
percent to 98 percent range, and in operational changes made to assist fish. 
Significant habitat restoration funds are provided for key tributaries, the 
critical Lower Columbia estuary and for new predation controls.

Current science identifies harvest levels and some hatchery practices 
as key barriers to recovery—in addition to hydro operations and habitat 
degradation. 

The hydro system is critical in keeping the Northwest’s carbon footprint 
small. It is the only clean (and renewable) backup for wind and solar energy 
resources. We hope the current draft hydro BiOp marks the beginning of a 
new regionwide discussion, where this new and independent salmon science 
is applied to all areas of concern uniformly, and we hope it will include 
decisions regarding harvest levels and hatchery practices—two critical parts 
of any successful salmon solution.

Best regards,

Dave Sabala
General Manager


